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SUBJECT: NAMIBIA: SAG RESPONSE TO OUR DEMARCHE ON CPARIVI SITUATION 
REF: CAPE TOWN 1202, 

1 . NEIL VAN HEERDEN CALLED POLCON THIS AFTERNOON, JUNE 16, 

TO SAY THAT HE HAD PASSED TO FOREIGN MINISTER BOTHA 

THE POINTS WE HAD MADE THIS MORNING ON THE CAPRIVI SITUATION 
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(REFTEL). VAN HEERDEN SAID THAT THE FOREIGN MINISTER HAD 
CONFERRED WITH DEFENSE MINISTER P.W. BOTHA AND THEY HAD ASKED HIM 
(VAN HEERDEN) TO PASS ON THEIR RESPONSE TO US. VAN HEERDEN 
SAID THAT RESPONSE HAD BEEN GIVEN TO HIM VERBALLY AND HE WAS 
PASSING IT ON AS BEST AS HE COULD REMEMBER. FOLLOWING IS VAN 
HEERDEN'S ACCOUNT: 
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QUOTE: WE HAVE TKEN COGNIZANCE OF YOUR REMARKS ABOUT THE 
SITUATION IN THE CAPRIVI STRIP AND WE CAN ASSURE YOU THAT 
SOUTH AFRICA INTENDS TO DO NOTHING IRRESPONSIBLE AND IS FULLY 
AWARE OF THE CONSEQUENCES OF ENTERING OTHER PEOPLES' TERRITORY. 
NEVERTHELESS, IF SWAPO MAKES ANY MOVE TO LAUNCH AN ATTACK ON 
KATIMA-MULILO, OUR ARMED FORCES ARE PREPARED AND EQUIPPED TO HURT 
THEM VERY VERY BADLY. ZAMIBA, HOWEVER, SHOULD BE AWARE THAT 
IT CANNOT HARBOR INVADERS WITHOUT DIRE CONSEQUENCES. 

THE RECENT EXAMPLE OF WHAT HAPPENED IN SHABA IS PERTINENT. 

WHEREAS WE WANT TO ASSURE YOU THAT WE WILL NOT REACT PRECIPITUOUS- 
LY, WE WILL DEFEND OUR BORDERS. SWAPO SHOULD BE WARNED THAT IN 
THE VENT OF ANY PROVOCATION, IT WOULD RISK SERIOUS LOSSES. 

IF ZAMBIA HARBORS INVADERS, IT CANNOT EXPECT TO BE IMMUNE. 

IF WHAT AMOUNTS TO A SIZEABLE INVASION TAKES PLACE, WE WILL NOT 
ALLOW A REPETITION OF WHAT HAPPENED IN SHABE. END QUOTE. 

2. POLCON RESPONDED THAT SOUTH AFRICAN FORCES HAVE 
THE CAPABILITY OF RESPONDING ADEQUATELY TO ANY SWAPO 
MILITARY ACTION WITHIN THE BORDERS OF NAMIBIA. ANY 
SOUTH AFRICAN RESPONSE BEYOND THESE BORDERS WOULD HAVE 
VERY SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES. HE REPEATED THAT THE SAG WOULD NOT 
BE ABLE TO JUSTIFY EITHER A RETALIATORY OR A PRE-EMPTIVE STRIKE 
INTO ZAMBIA. 

3. VAN HEERDEN REPLIED THAT THE SAG HAD FULL KNOWLEDGE 

OF THE CONSEQUENCES AND GAVE DUE WEIGHT TO KEEPING THE WESTERN 
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PROPOSAL VIABLE. BUT, HE REPEATED, THE SAG WOULD NOT PERMIT 
ZAMBIA TO REMAIN IMMUNE SHOULD AN INVASION BE LAUNCHED 
F 

FROM ITS TERRITORY. EDMONDSON UNQUOTE NEWSOM 
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